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Do You Know This
about Black History?

In 1847,  Frederick Douglass
published the first issue of the
North Star newspaper, an
anti-slavery newspaper.

In 1941, the Atlanta Urban
League won the right for
Black women to be addressed
as “Mrs.” in predominantly
white newspapers.

There are 50 recorded lynch-
ings in 1884.

Black History is
made every day of
every year... move
forward— not back-

wards!

Read the 13th
Amendment.
Read the 14th
Amendment.
Read the 15th
Amendment.

Read, read, read!

tendees can look forward to the
Memphis Juneteenth Lifetime
Achievement Awards on Thurs-
day, June 13, at the Holiday Inn
University of Memphis, 3700
Central Ave.
The awards program will begin
at 7 p.m. and include dinner and
an original play, “I Know Who I
Am,” written by local playwright
Dr. Sharli Kay Adair, June-
teenth’s director of operations. 
The honorees include The Rev.
Ricky Floyd, pastor of Pursuit of
God Transformation Center;
Sheila Whalum, first lady of New
Olivet Baptist Church; Gina Y.
Sweat, director of Memphis Fire
Services; Bishop Wesley J. Arije,
Presiding Bishop and Chief

Juneteenth returns to Robert R. Church Park to 
from page 3

Apostle of the March of Faith In-
ternational Fellowship, Inc.; Vin-
cent Tharpe & Kenosis; Shania
Brown, a young filmmaker, pro-
ducer and actress; Stanley Smith
of Erole’s Expose Modeling
Agency; Felecia Bean Barnes of
Felicia Bean Catering & Food
Service; choir director Adrian
Maclin; Gwendolyn Turner, co-
founder, Billy Rivers and the An-
gelic Voices of Faith, Inc.;
Memphis Police Director
Michael Rallings; and Timothy
Mason, Grammy nominated and
Stellar Award-winning musician,
producer and writer.
On Friday, June 14, from 10

a.m. – 10 p.m., the Juneteenth
Urban Music Festival officially

winning composer Alan Menken
(“Beauty and the Beast,” “The
Little Mermaid”) provides the
score, which includes new
recordings of the original songs
written by Menken and Oscar-
winning lyricists Howard Ash-
man (“Little Shop of Horrors”)
and Tim Rice (“The Lion King”)
and includes two new songs
written by Menken and Oscar
and Tony Award-winning song-

Explore  Kentucky’s African American history with new itineraries ... from page 3
cans in Kentucky Derby history,
including the fact that 13 of the
15 jockeys who ran the first
Derby in 1875 – 145 years ago –
were African-American. 
Muhammad Ali Center - Visi-
tors can immerse themselves in
three levels of interactive ex-
hibits, multimedia galleries, his-
toric videos and artifacts
highlighting Ali’s greatness and
all he fought for, both in and out
of the boxing ring. 
Day 2: LaGrange & Frank-

fort
Oldham County Historical So-
ciety – In-depth educational pre-
sentations, hearth cooking
demonstrations, period dinners
and more are on full display at
the Oldham County Historical
Society. Tours are also available
of the property’s grounds, which
once played a key role in the
slave trade, and later, the Under-
ground Railroad.
Thomas D. Clark Center for
Kentucky History – The center
is home to the Kentucky Histor-
ical Society, which has preserved

a massive collection of Kentucky
memorabilia since its founding
120 years ago.  
Old State Capitol - A former
setting for lively political debates
as lawmakers of the 19th century
grappled with issues like slavery
and war. Today, the Old State
Capitol houses fascinating ex-
hibits in its picturesque limestone
halls, including the “Kentucky
Hall of Governors.” 
Day 3: Mammoth Cave

Mammoth Cave – A UNESCO
World Heritage Site and the
world’s longest cave system,
Mammoth Cave was primarily
discovered by brave African-
American slaves, including
Stephen Bishop, a talented ex-
plorer and one of the first slave
guides. In addition to Bishop, the
cave was utilized by many
slaves, including Nick Bransford,
who purchased his freedom by
selling the unique eyeless fish
found in the cave’s waters. 
Bonus Day: 

West Kentucky African Amer-
ican Heritage Center – A vari-

ety of exhibits, historic buildings
and a research center located in
Russellville’s Black Bottom His-
toric District transports visitors
through the lives of Civil Rights
leaders and trailblazers. The fas-
cinating stories of Allison Dun-
nigan, the first
African-American female re-
porter in the White House for-
eign press corps, Alex
Kimbrough, the first African-
American to sit on a jury and
Mary Ann Fisher, Ray Charles’
first female vocalist come to life
before visitors’ eyes.

Lexington & Surrounding
Areas Itinerary
Day 1: Lexington &
Nicholasville
African Cemetery No. 2 – This
eight-acre, 5,000-grave cemetery
honors African-Americans who
fought for social, political and
economic change during and
after the Civil War. Visitors will
find the headstones of many fa-
mous figures, including the 43
soldiers who served in the
United States Colored Troops

and George Thomas Prosser, a
member of the legendary 54th
Massachusetts Infantry Regi-
ment.
Kentucky Horse Park – Fea-
turing the International Mu-
seum of the Horse, this
destination is a must-see for any
traveler exploring Kentucky. The
museum features the “Black
Horsemen of the Kentucky Turf”
exhibit, which celebrates the for-
gotten contributions of African-
Americans to the state’s horse
industry.
Camp Nelson National Monu-
ment – Regarded as one of the
best-preserved landscapes and
archaeological sites associated
with the United States Colored
Troops of the Civil War, Camp
Nelson features over five miles
of interpretive marked trails. Vis-
itors can also explore the Camp
Nelson Heritage Park Interpre-
tive Center, a restored antebel-
lum home. 
Day 2: Frankfurt
Day 2 of Lexington & Surround-
ing Areas takes visitors to the

Thomas D. Clark Center for
Kentucky History and the Old
State Capitol. See the above
Louisville & Surrounding Areas
Itinerary for details.
Day 3: Maysville
Rosenwald’s May’s Lick
Negro School – Booker T.
Washington and Julius Rosen-
wald partnered to build more
than 5,000 schools, shops and
teacher homes for African-
Americans in the 20th century,
one of which was Rosenwald’s
May’s Lick Negro School. This
four-room schoolhouse is one of
the few still standing and is now
being restored as a community
museum and activity center.
National Underground Rail-
road Museum – Visitors can see
a documented safe house and au-
thentic servants’ quarters com-
plete with hidden slave
chambers, as well as artifacts,
documents and other memora-
bilia documenting the local abo-
litionist movement. 
Statewide Itinerary
A five-day journey through Ken-

tucky culture and history, the
Statewide Itinerary combines the
cultural attractions of the Lex-
ington and Louisville three-day
itineraries. 
For more information on the
new itineraries, please visit:
https://www.unforgettableky.co
m/

About Kentucky 
Long known as the front porch
to the South, Kentucky offers a
world of outdoor adventures, vi-
brant arts scenes, expansive dis-
tilleries and micro-breweries and
an explosive culinary scene.
From legendary Horse Country
and the grandstands of Amer-
ica’s most storied thoroughbred
racing tracks to the Kentucky
Bourbon Trail, Kentucky invites
you to come and explore. For in-
formation, please visit
www.kentuckytourism.com/food
. Follow us on social media:
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram.            

begins with live stage perform-
ances, activities for seniors, a
number of vendors, and Kids
Zone, with rides, games and in-
flatables.
There will be a mobile outdoor
educational museum on the
grounds each day depicting the
history of Juneteenth, including
the abolition of slavery and the
facts surrounding President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclama-
tion. 
The next day – Saturday, June
15, from 10 a.m. – 11 p.m. – live
stage performances will continue
in addition to the “Juneteenth Ul-
timate Dance Showdown,” fea-
turing the “best of the best”

majorettes, dancers, steppers and
cheerleaders. Other activities are
scheduled for the youth and the
entire family as well.
Sunday, June 16, is “Food Truck
Sunday” and “Praise Fest at
Juneteenth,” featuring gospel
music, inspirational and encour-
aging words spoken by ministers,
preachers and gospel artists and
more from 12 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Some of Memphis’ most talented
choirs, singers and musicians
will take center stage. 
“Juneteenth is here to stay. We
celebrate our freedom from slav-
ery because it is important that
we don’t forget where we came
from,” said Franklin. “This is an

opportunity for all of us, includ-
ing other ethnicities, to eat,
dance, worship and be merry.”
Juneteenth is a national holiday
in the United States commemo-
rating the abolition of slavery and
the freeing of the last African-
American slaves in Galveston,
Texas, on June 19, 1865. The
commemoration began in Mem-
phis 27 years ago. 

(For more information about the
Juneteenth Urban Music Festi-
val, contact Telisa Franklin at
901-281-6337 or log on to
www.memphisjuneteenth.com.)

Disney’s new ‘Aladdin’ movie is live-action ... from page 3
writers Benj Pasek and Justin
Paul (“La La Land,” “Dear Evan
Hansen”). The film, which was
shot on practical stages in Lon-
don and on location amidst the
stunning desert vistas of Jordan,
has a talented creative team help-
ing to bring Agrabah to life, in-
cluding: director of photography
Alan Stewart (“The Com-
muter”), production designer
Gemma Jackson (“Game of

Thrones”) and costume designer
Michael Wilkinson (“American
Hustle”).
The 1992 animated film starred
Robin Williams and featured
such memorable songs as the

Oscar®-winning “A Whole New
World” and “Friend like Me.”
The film grossed more than $502
million at the global box office,
which led to successful stage
productions on Broadway and

abroad as well as a North Amer-
ican touring company.

“Aladdin” is now playing in U.S.
theaters nationwide. 

Celebrate Black History, Celebrate Juneteenth, and
remember Black History is also American History!

***
Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 25th 

Anniversary Black History Month Edition in 2020!
***

“Mammoth Cave was primarily discovered by brave African-
American slaves.” See more in   “Exploring African- American
History in Kentucky’ feature. See page 3 in this edition

The Lynchings Sites Project of 
Memphis remembers Lee Walker
MEMPHIS, TN.—The Lynching
Sites Project of Memphis on
Sunday, July 22, 2018 held an in-
terfaith prayer ceremony to re-
member local lynching victim,
Lee Walker. That Sunday marked
125 years since his murder in
1893.
Lee Walker was an African
American from near New Al-
bany, Mississippi, who was sus-
pected of the attempted rape of a
white woman in rural Shelby
County.  After he gave a confes-
sion under threat of lynching, he
was placed in the Shelby County
Jail.  As the news of his alleged
crime spread, a mob of nearly
3,000 white men formed outside
of the jail on Front Street. The
mob broke into the jail and, after
a series of especially brutal at-
tacks, hanged Lee Walker from a
telegraph pole about two blocks
away. The mob then burned his
body, mutilated it for souvenirs,
and dragged his corpse to the
courthouse. What remained of
Walker’s body was buried in a

potter’s field.
The realities of this brutal racial
injustice that have gone predom-
inantly unacknowledged to this
day, coupled with the denial of a
dignified burial, are unfortu-
nately not limited to Mr.
Walker’s experience. In Shelby
County alone, at least 27 African
Americans were lynched from
1851 until as recently as 1939. 
The ceremony to honor Lee
Walker was opened to the public
and press and was part of the
Lynching Sites Project of Mem-
phis’ ongoing work to open the
hearts and minds of the broader
Memphis community to racial
healing. Through shining the
“light of truth” on lynchings that
took place throughout Shelby
County, For more information on
the Lynching Sites Project of
Memphis, 
For more information, visit
www.lynchingsitesmem.org. or
contact jessica@lynchingsites-
mem.org.


